PASTORAL
MENTORSHIP
AND FORMATION
PROGRAM

“The things you have learned and received and heard and seen in
me, practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.”
PHILIPPIANS 4:9

One of the benefits of being a
part of GMBSC is the wealth
of knowledge held among
constituent members. GMBSC
believes in equipping its member
churches and leaders with the
best of relevant and ready-to-use
resources that will strengthen
pastors and ministers for the work
and witness of the local church.
“Having so fond an affection for you,
we were well-pleased to impart to
you not only the gospel of God but
also our own lives, because you had
become very dear to us.”
1 THESSALONIANS 2:8

The Pastoral Mentorship
and Formation Program is
uniquely designed to enhance
the knowledge and skills of
participating pastors and ministers
as they seek to fulfill their calling.

WHAT IS PASTORAL FORMATION ALL ABOUT?
The General Missionary Baptist State Convention of Mississippi Pastoral
Mentorship and Formation Program aims to assist pastors and ministers in
having suitable confidence and a baseline of necessary skills for pastoral
ministry through a coordinated program that provides practical experience,
theological reflection, and participative learning opportunities. Guided
by experienced seminarians, administrative specialists and convention
pastors, students in the Pastoral Mentorship and Formation Program will
be exposed to best practices, polity, and processes for successful ministry
specifically in the Baptist church setting.

WHAT ARE THE OBJECTIVES OF PASTORAL FORMATION?
1. To enable pastors and ministers to gain personal confidence, growth in
leadership and make progress in maintaining the qualities and virtues
necessary to lead a community of God’s people.
2. To create intentional opportunities for inter-generational and spiritual
mentoring and accompaniment to allow young ministers to glean from
the wisdom and faith journey of mature spiritual leaders.
3. To enable pastors and ministers to enhance pastoral skills through
observation, mentorship, study and engagement.

HOW DOES
THE PASTORAL
MENTORSHIP
AND FORMATION
PROGRAM WORK?

Students will participate in a series of seven weekend-intensives
over the course of seven months. The monthly intensives will begin
on Friday from 6pm - 8pm, and resume on Saturday from 8am - 3pm.
Each instructor will have his/her own reading assignments, course
packet, and classwork to be done in-between intensive meetings.
Upon successful completion of the program, students will receive
the GMBSC Pastoral Mentorship and Formation Program certificate,
which will serve as an indicator to Baptist churches in Mississippi that
certain assignments and baseline materials for ministry have been
mastered by that student. Successful completion of the Pastoral
Mentorship and Formation Program will also result in earning three
credit hours of study at the Mississippi Baptist Seminary.

SOME TOPICS OF
THE PROGRAM WILL
INCLUDE:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Baptist Doctrine and Polity
Church Administration
Ministry Ethics and Pulpit Etiquette
Power Struggle and Church Conflict
Leading and Preaching through Change
Ministering to the Grieving
Pastoral Holiness and Wholeness
The Pastor and his Family

During the course of study, a ministry
mentor will be assigned to young ministers
and/or new pastors in order to engage the
student through reflective questions, specific
conversations, and personal prayer.

QUESTION AND ANSWERS
WHEN DO THE INTENSIVES BEGIN?
We are planning for the intensives to begin in the fall
of 2022. Registration will become available on the
website at www.gmbsc.org during the annual session.

IS THERE A COST?
Yes. The Pastoral Ministry and Formation Program
costs $250.00. That comes to just $35.72 per intensive.

IS THIS IN-PERSON, ONLINE, OR BOTH?
We are anticipating that students will have the option of
participating either in-person or on-line, whichever the student
desires. In-person classes, though, will largely depend on the
trends regarding COVID-19 transmission rates.

General Missionary Baptist State Convention of MS, Inc.
3160 J. R. Lynch Street | Jackson, MS 39209
Phone: (769) 233-8089
Email: gmbscms@gmail.com
For up-to-date information about GMBSC of MS, visit our website at www.gmbsc.org.

